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legislative acquirements. It is not too much to say
that the single question as to whether there is more
land than the inhabitants can till, or whether there
are more inhabitants than can find land, determines
their views on fundamental points of right and wrong
as applied to real property. The answer to this
question settles the character of their tenures, and
produces a growth of local usages and rights which,
if we are to keep peace among them, we must act
upon. It would be easy to point out rebellions, such
as that of the Santals, which arose solely from not
recognising the local facts, and from attempting to
force what was a wise and just law or procedure in
one part of the country, on another part in which it
was neither just nor wise. Such rebellions were
easily enough suppressed. But they brought misery
into thousands of households whose one crime was
that they did not find it possible to continue to live
under the new conditions thrust upon them. Our
suppression of an insurrection was often but the first
step, as in the case of the Santdls, to a readjustment
of our administrative system, with a view to suit the
actual facts of the people. If risings of this sort have
ceased, and they have happily ceased under the
British Rule, it is because the necessity of studying
the people has become more fully realized, and the
necessity for legislating according to the individual
requirements of each Province is more swiftly and
more surely acted upon. But before any usage can
be stereotyped into a law, a considerable period of
inquiry and discussion must elapse; masses of con-